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FFA  launches  a  fundraising  campaign 
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News  from  the  National  FFA  Center 


Thank  You,  Louisville! 

The  78th  National  FFA  Convention 
marked  the  end  of  a  seven-year  stint 
for  the  convention  in  our  beautiful 
home-away-from-home,  Louisville, 
Ky.  If  you  have  attended  a  convention 
in  Louisville,  please  take  a  moment  to 
shcire  with  our  host  city  how  much 
you've  appreciated  their  Southern 
hospitality  and  the  way  they've 
embraced  FFA  members  and  guests. 
You  can  send  youi  thank-you  online 
at  ffa.org,  or  you  can  write  to  the  Lou- 
isville Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau, 
One  Riverfront  Plaza,  401  W.  Main  St., 
Suite  2300,  Louisville  KY  40202. 

FFA  in  indy 

The  national  FFA  convention  now 
heads  north  to  Indianapolis,  the 
home  of  the  National  FFA  Center. 
The  downtown  convention  district 
is  connected,  clean,  safe  and  easy 


to  navigate.  The  city  offers  hotel  ac- 
commodations that  are  affordable  and 
closer  to  the  convention.  The  dates 
for  the  2006  National  FFA  Conven- 
tion are  October  25-28.  Get  detailed 
information  on  housing,  attractions 
and  more  at  ffa.org. 

RFEffrv 

FFA  Live! 

RFD-TV  has  been  pivotal  in  provid- 
ing television  coverage  of  the  FFA 
"Seeds  of  Hope"  hurricane  relief 
campaign  and  the  78th  National  FFA 
Convention.  Be  sure  to  watch  the 
next  installment  of  "FFA  Live!"  on 
RFD-TV  on  Nov.  21,  8-9  p.m.  EST. 
RFD-TV  is  on  DISH  Network  (channel 
9409),  DIRECTV  (channel  379  with 
the  Multi-Sat  dish),  Mediacom  cable 


and  NCTC  cable  systems.  Visit  ffa.org 

or  rfd-tv.com  for  details. 

At  The  White  House 

President  George  VV.  Bush  visited  with 
FFA  state  presidents  and  the  national 
FFA  officers  in  The  White  House  State 
Dining  Room  on  July  28.  The  presi- 
dent spent  40  minutes  with  the  FFA 
members,  answering  questions  and 
posing  for  a  group  photograph.  The 
national  officers  presented  the  presi- 
dent with  a  plaque  to  show  their  ap- 
preciation for  his  public  service.  The 
FFA  members  also  met  with  United 
States  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Mike 
Johanns,  who  is  a  former  Iowa  FFA 
member  and  who  served  as  secretary 
of  agriculture  in  Nebraska  before 
joining  the  Bush  Administration.  The 
White  House  visit  coincided  with  the 
annual  FFA  State  Presidents'  Confer- 
ence in  Washington,  D.C. 
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At  TSC,  you'll  find  everything  from 
animal  feed  to  barn  door  hardware, 
from  equine  supplies  to  the  perfect 
holiday  gift.  Plus  all  the  other  products 
tools  and  friendly  advice  you  need 
to  support  that  rural  lifestyle. 
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National 


Q&A 


Meet  National  FFA  Central  Region  Vice  President  Justine  Sterling 


A  native  of  Hardtner,  Kansas,  21- 
year-old  Justine  is  a  member  of  the 
Soutli  Barber  FFA  Chapter  and  is  a 
junior  at  Kansas  State  University. 


Justine's  5  secrets 
of  success 

1 .  Love,  serve  and  accept 
those  around  you. 

2.  Love,  serve  and  accept 
yourself. 

3.  Never  underestimate  the 
value  of  hard  work. 

4.  Always  surround  yourself 
with  good  people. 

5.  Always  have  the  courage 
to  stand  for  your  beliefs. 


Can  you  tell  us  how  the  FFA 
"Seeds  of  Hope"  hurricane  relief 
effort  came  about? 

As  a  service  organization,  we  knew 


we  had  to  develop  some  way  to  help 
the  victims  of  the  hurricanes.  While 
there  were  many  ways  to  aid  in  relief 
efforts,  we  decided  that  a  rebuilding 
campaign  for  all  agriculture  educa- 
tion programs  affected  would  be  more 
help  in  the  long  run.  Within  a  day  of 
the  call  to  action,  chapters  across  the 
nation  were  jumping  at  the  chance  to 
help  fellow  FFA  members — the  broth- 
erhood we  have  is  just  amazing. 

Was  success  in  FFA,  and  life  in 
general,  a  gradual  process  for  you? 

Most  definitely — it  still  is!  Success 
doesn't  happen  overnight,  and  once 
you  accept  that,  you  are  continually 
open  for  growth  and  improvement. 
I  was  in  Virginia  recently  and  an 
FFA  member  there  asked  me  if  I  still 
got  nervous  before  I  spoke  in  front 
of  others,  and  I  said,  "Every  single 
time."  No  one  is  perfect,  that's  why  it 
means  so  much  when  you  do  achieve 
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At  TSC,  you'll  find  everything  from 
animal  feed  to  barn  door  hardware, 
from  equine  supplies  to  the  perfect 
holiday  gift.  Plus  all  the  other  products,   \ 
tools  and  friendly  advice  you  need 
to  support  that  rural  lifestyle. 
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Why  is  it  important  to  fail  some- 
times? 

It  keeps  us  humble.  If  we  never  failed, 
then  we  wouldn't  appreciate  success, 
and  just  think  how  boring  the  world 
would  be.  In  high  school,  I  nearly  gave 
myself  a  heart  attack  trying  to  be  per- 
fect and  my  advisor,  Mr.  Gillig,  told 
me  that  if  I  was  perfect,  I  wouldn't 
have  any  friends  because  I  wouldn't 
be  able  to  relate  to  anyone.  Thanks  to 
his  advice,  I've  learned  to  appreciate 
every  failure  and  my  friends. 

What's  the  outlook  for 
internship  opportunities  in  the 
agricultural  businesses  you've 
visited  this  year? 

They  are  hiring  interns  like  crazy, 
especially  current  and  past  FFA 
members.  An  internship  is  just  such 
a  good  experience,  for  the  employer 
and  the  employee,  and  you  get  to  see 
what  the  job  is  really  like,  outside  of 
the  textbook  and  the  classroom. 


What  challenges  do  next  year's 
national  FFA  officers  face? 

There  is  always  the  challenge  of 
continuing  to  increase  and  diversify 
membership,  as  well  as  promoting 
FFA  and  agriculture  education  in 
Washington,  D.C.  But  for  the  next  of- 
ficer team,  I  think  the  big  convention 
move  to  Indianapolis  will  be  the  big 
challenge.  We  are  an  organization  that 
values  tradition,  and  this  is  a  change 
for  FFA  members  and  advisors. 

Any  advice  for  FFA  members 
moving  on  to  two-  and  four-year 
colleges  in  the  coming  year? 
Study  and  get  good  grades,  but  most 
of  all,  have  the  time  of  your  life. 
College  is  about  the  experience  and 
the  life  lessons  you  learn,  not  just 
about  the  classes,  and  I  really  wish 
someone  would  have  told  me  that  my 
freshman  year. 

What  have  you  learned  about  time 


FFA  timeline 


•joined  South  Barber  FFA  Chapter 

•  lost  district  FFA  creed  competition 

15     .  received  FFA  chapter  degree 
« participated  in  slate  FFA  chorus 

« tried  out  for  national  FFA  chorus  (didn't  malie  it) 

•  won  FFA  district  agronomy  CDE 

•  elected  FFA  chapter  vice  president 

•  tiled  out  for  national  FFA  chorus  (didn't  make 
it-again) 

•  lost  FFA  district  parliamentary  procedure  CDE 
•won  FFA  district  prepared  public  speal<ing  CDE 
■•received  FFA  slate  degree 

•  enrolled  at  Kansas  Slate  University 
•elected  FFA  state  president 

•  received  American  FFA  Degree 

•  elected  FFA  national  central  region  vice  president 


management  this  year? 

I've  learned  to  set  priorities  and  stick 
to  them.  Sometimes  everything  seems 
urgent,  but  if  you  have  priorities,  then 
it's  easy  to  take  one  day  at  a  time  and 
do  first  things  first.  • 


62004  Tractor  Supply  Company 


FFA  Talk 


yyhat's  on  your  mind? 


The 


BIS 


question: 


What  is  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  being  an  FFA  member? 


Show  us  your  sig 


Is  there  an  FFA  emblem  painted  on  vom-  neighbor's  bam?  Or  outside  your 
school?  Or  maybe  there's  a  sign  that  says  "FFA"  on  the  higliAvay  just  out- 
side of  town.  Wherever  it  happens  to  be,  we  want  to  see  it.  Snap  a  photo 
and  send  it  to  us  at  the  address  at  the  bottom  of  this  page.  We'U  feature 


We've  had  some  great  responses  to 
this  question  in  the  last  few  issues 
of  the  magazine.  Here  are  more  of 
your  answers,  including  one  from 
an  FFA  member  from  Mississippi 
who  wrote  about  his  personal 
experience  with  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Before  Hurricane  Katrina,  every 
pcirt  of  being  an  FFA  member  was 
rewarding  because  our  advisor, 
Billy  Sutnrall,  made  it  rewarding. 
Leadership  camp,  competitions  and 
conventions  were  the  best.  After 
Katrina,  a  group  of  FFA  members 
from  "Virginia  brought  in  four  or 
five  trailer  loads  of  supplies  for  our 
chapter  here  in  Mississippi  to  dis- 
tribute to  those  who  needed  them. 
I  couldn't  be  contacted  to  help  by 
my  chapter  because  we  didn't  have 
lights,  water,  phone  or  gas  to  travel. 
When  I  did  get  to  school  and  saw 
all  the  stuff  they  had  brought,  I 
couldn't  believe  it.  Mr.  Sumrall  had 
already  taken  some  of  the  stuff  to 
the  coast.  Yesterday,  four  trucks  and 
trailers  were  bringing  more  stuff  for 
Mr.  Sumrall  to  take  and  two  of  them 
had  a  wreck  in  Meridian,  Miss., 
just  an  hour  and  a  half  away  from 
their  destination.  I  like  being  a  part 
of  people  who  give  their  all  to  help 
each  other.  Doing  to  learn,  earning 
to  live,  LIVING  TO  SERVE,  learning 
to  do.  I  have  been  an  FFA  officer  for 
three  years,  and  I  have  never  been 
more  proud  of  saying  that  I  am  an 
FFA  member. 

Colt  Bankston 

Taylorsville,  Mississippi 

September  29,  2005 

You  get  to  have  a  lot  of  fun  in 
any  FFA  event  you  do,  you  gain  lots 
of  experience  in  the  career  develop- 


•*:'"» *r 


"Shown  here  is  a  picture  of  our  national  blue  and  corn  gold  emblem 
at  the  FFA  White  Lake  Camp  in  North  Carolina.  The  historic  camp 
has  been  accommodating  FFA  members  for  around  77  years.  Many 
members  from  the  across  the  state  have  enjoyed  lying  on  this  camp's 
sandy  beaches  and  meeting  new  members  from  other  schools.  Many 
functions  are  held  here,  including  the  annual  state  FFA  leadership 
conference  and  four  fun-filled  weeks  of  recreation  camp  during 
the  summer." 
Submitted  by  the  Clyde  A.  Erwin  FFA  Chapter  officer  team 


ment  events.  You  develop  speaking 
and  leadership  skills  that  help  you 
in  the  future. 

Kodee  Schell 
Manila,  Utah 

The  most  rewarding  part  of  being 
an  FFA  member  is  getting  to  meet 
new  people  and  making  friendships 
that  will  last  a  lifetime.  I  have  met 
more  people  in  FFA  than  I  have  in 
my  whole  life. 

Carrie  Worley 
Leicester,  North  Carolina 

I  read  "The  BIG  Question"  in 
every  issue  if  I  can.  I  love  getting 
to  hear  answers  from  people  in 
unknown  places  just  like  me.  In  my 


opinion,  the  best  is  getting  to  do  all 
the  FFA  things  that  normal  students 
can't  do. 

Harley  Mcvey 
FarmersvUle,  Texas 

So,  what's  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  being  an  FFA  member  for  you? 

Write  to  us  at  the  address  below. 


Address  all  correspondence  to: 
FFA  New  Horizons 
P.O.  Box  68960 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 

e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 
web:  www.ffa.org 
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stock  up  on  holiday  cheer  at 

WNXAX/fffauniimited.org 

sale  starts  November  nth 
and  Ends  DecemDer  20th. 


TO  order  Toll  Free  Call  1-888-332-2668      \ 
or  online  at  wwwffaunlimited.com. 
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FFA  Faces 


Members  making  a.  difference 


Win  a  Chevrolet 
backpack! 

Chevrolet,  the  sponsor 
of  FFA  Faces,  will  award 
FFA  members  featured 
here  a  heavy-duty 
backpack.  Nominate 
yourself  or  a  fellow  FFA 
member  by  sending  us 
a  letter  with  the  follow- 
ing details  about  the 
nominee:  name,  grade, 
address,  phone  number, 
e-mail  address,  FFA 
and  academic  achieve- 
ments and  extracurricular 
activities.  To  be  consid- 
ered, submissions  MUST 
include  a  color  photo. 
Send  to:  FFA  Faces,  FFA 
New  Horizons,  P.O.  Box 
68960,  Indianapolis, 
IN  46268.  Or  e-mail  to: 
newhori20ns@ffa.org 


DELANIE  HEPWORTH 

Now  in  her  second  year  as  an 
FFA  member,  Delanie  has  made 
the  most  of  her  experience.  As 
a  freshman,  she  attended  the 
national  FFA  convention,  served 
as  chapter  treasurer  and 
received  the  Star  Greenhand 
award.  She  has  started  her 
supervised  agricultural  experi- 
ence (SAE)  program,  working 
at  her  father's  farm.  She  also 
has  competed  in  the  dairy 
judging  career  development 
event  (CDE). 


TYLER  PAPINEAU 

With  a  lengthy  list  of  FFA 
awards  and  accomplishments 
under  his  belt,  including  his 
rule  as  regional  FFA  delegate, 
Tyler  currently  serves  as 
Crittendon  County  FFA  Chapter 
president  and  Pennyrile  FFA 
Regional  Reporter.  He  plans 
to  attend  the  University  of 
Kentucky  to  receive  his  pre- 
veterinary  degree  and  then 
proceed  to  Auburn  University 
to  receive  his  doctorate  in 
veterinary  medicine. 


Texas 


LINDSEY  SYKES 

As  a  senior,  Lindsey  is  already 
looking  ahead  to  next  year, 
when  she  hopes  to  be  a 
student  at  Tarleton  State 
University,  pursuing  her  career 
in  veterinary  medicine.  But 
for  now,  this  Burkburnett  FFA 
Chapter  president  and  area 
vice  president  remains  active 
in  FFA  and  works  part-time 
at  a  veterinary  clinic.  She 
has  shown  swine  and  steers 
and  competed  on  the  chapter 
livestock  judging  team. 


SAMANTHA  LIRETTE 
Living  on  a  working  farm, 
Samantha  grew  up  in  the  live- 
stock and  vegetable  business. 
For  her  SAE  program,  this 
Central  Lafourche  FFA  Chapter 
reporter  raises  Ayrshire  and 
Holstein  dairy  cattle,  plus 
goats  and  chickens.  She  also 
helps  her  parents  with  five 
acres  of  vegetables.  Living 
near  New  Orleans,  Samantha 
says  her  area  had  some  dam- 
age from  Hurricane  Katrine, 
but  she's  now  back  in  school. 


ANDREW  LEND 

This  Brantley  County  FFA 
Chapter  member  enjoys 
agriculture  classes  and  his 
involvement  in  FFA.  He  is  very 
active  in  the  community  and 
recently  completed  a  church 
missionary  trip  to  Haiti.  In 
addition  to  the  leadership 
opportunities  in  FFA,  he  is  part 
of  local  youth  leadership  group 
and  a  local  teen  abstinence 
program.  At  home,  he  helps 
his  family  grow  vegetables  and 
flowers. 


LORIJOHANNS 

As  Starmont  FFA  Chapter  vice 
president  Lori  credits  the 
speeches  she  gave  last  year 
as  a  freshman  for  building 
her  confidence.  She  was 
the  district  creed-speak- 
ing winner  and  received 
the  Star  Greenhand  award. 
Lori's  SAE  program  includes 
equine  placement  and  an 
agriscience-based  dairy  herd 
artificial  insemination  project. 
Her  meats  evaluation  CDE 
team  finished  first  at  districts. 


TYLER  TEN  BARGE 

As  president  of  the  Gibson  FFA 
Chapter  and  the  FFA  district, 
Tyler  is  hoping  he  can  apply 
some  of  the  things  he  learned 
at  the  FFA  Washington  Leader- 
ship Conference  (WLC)  this 
summer.  He  is  active  in  soil 
and  crops  judging,  parlia- 
mentary procedure,  public 
speaking  and  more.  Tyler  is 
passionate  about  FFA  and  he 
encourages  all  FFA  members 
to  strive  to  be  the  best  that 
they  can  be. 


FFA  Faces  is  brought  to  you  by  <Cy|7^nHFVflniFT  a  proud  sponsor  of  FFA  for  60  years 
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IT'S  NOT  A  SCRATCH; 

IT'S  A  SCAR 


MEN  LOVE  SCARS.    Why?      [  LONG  LIVE 
Because  scars  are  part  of  you. 
Simply  put,  scars  are  stories.  No,  more  than 
stories.  Legends.  The  same  goes  for  your 
trucl<.  After  all,  do  you  want  to  see  your  face  in  the  finish  or  a 
lifetime  of  adventure? 

MEN  LOVE  OFF-ROADING.  The  2006  Chevy "  Silverado® 
with  available  Z71®  Off-Road  Package  is  legendary.  It's 
designed  to  take  you  through  the  kind  of  terrain  that  would 
swallow  other  trucks  whole.  Unlike  Ford  or  Dodge,  Z71  has  an 
automatic  locking  rear  differential.  So  when  only  one  of  your 
rear  wheels  has  traction,  the  rear  axle  locks  automatically. 


THE  TRUCK]      sending  power  to  the  wheel  with 

grip  to  keep  you  moving.  And, 
for  good  measure,  Z71  gives  you  46mm  high- 
pressure  gas-charged  shocks,  heavy-duty  skid 
plates,  off-road  jounce  bumpers  and  stabilizer  bars  —  in  case 
things  get  a  little  dicey  out  there. 

LET  THERE  BE  IMITATORS.  Let  there  be  pretenders 
There's  only  one  Silverado  with  the  legendary  Z71  Off-Road 
Package.  From  Chevy.  The  most  dependable,  longest-lasting 
trucks  on  the  road.' 


CHEVY  zrZ;^  SILVERADO 


^NAM 


•Dependability  based  on  longevity:  1981 -July  2004  full-line  light-duty  truck  company  registrations.  Excludes  other  GM  divisions.  ©2005  GM  Corp.  Buckle  up,  America! 


A  career  guide  for  FFA  members 


By  Stephen  Regenold 

'he  career  field  of  agriscience  is 
broad  and  multifaceted,  encom- 
passing hundreds  of  job  types 
spread  throughout  the  world 
at  thousands  of  companies,  organi- 
zations and  government  agencies. 
From  agronomists  to  engineers  to 
lab  technicians,  people  in  the  field 
of  agriscience  share  a  similar  career 
focus,  but  their  day-to-day  work  is 
unique  and  highly  differentiated. 

Put  simply,  agriscience  is  the  ap- 
plication of  science  and  technology 
to  the  industry  of  agriculture.  This 
means  recent  college  graduates  work- 
ing in  agriscience  might  find  them- 
selves peering  through  a  microscope 
at  plant  cells,  training  field  workers 
on  new  environmental  regulations, 
drawing  design  schematics  with  a 
computer  program,  administering 
vaccinations  to  local  livestock,  or 
working  in  Washington  D.C.  assisting 
legislators  on  agricultural  policy. 

Indeed,  the  field  is  so  broad  that 
people  working  in  the  industry  may 
not  often  think  of  themselves  as  part 
of  the  larger  agriscience  sphere.  And 
if  you  were  to  ask  a  career  counselor 
about  the  general  field  of  agriscience, 
the  first  step  to  finding  a  job  path  will 
involve  narrowing  career  options  to 
the  various  industries  and  disciplines 
that  are  lumped  under  the  agriscience 


umbrella. 

For  the  most  part, 
agriscience  careers 
require  a  strong  back- 
ground in  agriculture, 
combined  with  bio- 
logical and  physical 
sciences.  Math  will 
be  equally  important  in  many  agri- 
science jobs,  and  communications 
and  computer  science  are  required 
for  some  positions.  Almost  every 
college  and  university  in  the  country 
offers  courses  and  degrees  for  people 
interested  in  agriscience.  Common 
agriscience-related  degrees  include 
agronomy,  biotechnology,  food  sci- 
ence, engineering,  horticulture,  ag- 
ricultural education,  animal  science, 
chemistry  and  environmental  science, 
though  many  other  degrees  apply  to 
the  industry. 

John  Demerly  is  an  assistant  di- 
rector with  the  Indiana  Department 
of  Education,  and  his  job  working 
as  a  liaison  between  the  business 
community  and  educational  institu- 
tions allows  him  to  keep  a  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  the  regional  agriscience 
industry.  He  sees  agriscience  as  one 
of  the  strongest  sectors  in  today's 
market,  noting  that  people  with  both 
rural  and  urban  backgrounds  can  be 
good  fits  for  the  veiriety  of  jobs  avail- 
able in  the  field. 


"In  the  past  few  years,  we've  seen 
more  and  more  students  who  have 
never  lived  or  worked  on  a  farm  going 
into  agriscience,"  he  says.  Further, 
Demerly  notes  multiple  examples  of 
suburban  and  urban  high  schools  in 
his  home  state  that  are  creating  agri- 
science curriculums  and  programs  to 
prepare  students  for  college. 

Demerly  can't  point  to  hard  num- 
bers, but  says  the  outlook  for  most 
agriscience  careers  is  rosy,  and  that 
some  projections  reveal  that  in  the 
near  future  there  will  be  more  job 
openings  than  there  will  be  graduates 
of  agriscience-related  programs. 

As  agriculture  itself  becomes  more 
reliant  on  science  and  technology 
each  and  every  year,  agriscience  jobs 
will  only  become  more  crucial.  In- 
deed, the  most  difficult  task  for  inter- 
ested students  may  simply  be  paring 
down  the  options.  From  engineering 
to  the  environment,  agronomy  to  zool- 
ogy, agriscience  is  a  big,  diverse  and 
important  place  to  make  your  mark 
on  the  world.  • 
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Career 
profiles 

A  career  in  agriscience  will  mean  hugely  dif- 
ferent things  to  the  different  people  working 
in  this  varied  field.  While  everyone  under  the 
agriscience  umbrella  applies  science  and  tech- 
nology to  agriculture  in  some  way,  job  types  are 
all  across  the  board — from  lab  technicians  to 
teachers  to  communications  executives  working 
at  Fortune  500  companies. 

Here's  a  quick  look  at  what  three  former  FFA 
members  and  recent  college  graduates  are  doing 
in  their  careers. 

Agriscience  Profile: 

JAIME  MORGAN, 

Communications  Director, 

Kentucky  Soybean  Association  &  Promotion 

Board 

Growing  up  in  the  small  town  of  Nebo,  Ky.,  Jaime 
Morgan  never  saw  herself  becoming  interested 
in  agriculture.  That  was  until  she  joined  FFA  in 
her  junior  year  of  high  school.  "There  was  no  looking 
back  after  I  got  started  in  FFA,"  she  says.  Morgan  went 
to  college  at  Murray  State  University  in  Kentucky 
to  study  agriculture  and  public  relations,  and  since 
graduating  in  2001,  she's  been  able  to  use  both  areas 
of  knowledge  in  her  job  at  the  Kentucky  Soybean 
Association  &  Promotion  Board.  Her  job  as  Commu- 
nications Director  involves  many  facets  of  marketing 
and  communications,  including  events  planning, 
media  relations,  writing,  advertising  and  other  forms 
of  promotion.  Morgan  says  her  background  in  agricul- 
ture and  agriscience  studies  helps  her  on  a  daily  basis 
when  dealing  with  complex  explanations  of  soybean 
products  like  soy-based  bio  diesel,  soy  crayons, 
soynut  butters  and  building  insulation  made  with 
soybeans. 
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Agriscience  Profile: 

ERICSTEINER, 

Majority  Professional 
Staff  Member,  U.S.  Sertate 
Committee  on  Agriculture, 
Nutrition  and  Forestry 

Working  under  the  direction 
of  Senator  Saxby  Chambliss 
(R,  GA)  on  the  U.S.  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee,  28-year- 
old  Eric  Steiner  plays  a  facilitating 
role  in  the  legislation  of  national 
agricultural  policies.  His  job  as  a 
majority  professional  staff  member 
has  him  working  with  lobbyists, 
researching  legislative  proposals, 
crafting  legislation  and  drafting 
speeches  and  talking  points  for  the 
chairman  and  staff  in  the  high-pres- 
sure environment  of  the  nation's 
capitol.  His  background  in  farming 
and  his  B.S.  degree  in  agricultural 
education  from  Purdue  University, 
which  included  coursework  in  agri- 
science,  formed  a  solid  knowledge 
base  for  his  job  on  the  committee, 
he  says.  Study-abroad  programs 
dixring  college  to  Poland,  Honduras 
and  South  Africa  gave  Steiner  an  ex- 
panded outlook  on  agriculture  and 
opened  his  mind  to  global  perspec- 
tives, both  of  which  helped  him  get 
the  job,  he  says.  Steiner  describes 
his  job  as  highly  demanding.  Long 
hours  are  inevitable,  but  he  adds 
that  the  work  is  thrilling.  "The  job 
demands  me  to  get  thorough,  high- 
quality  work  done  in  a  very  short 
amount  of  time,"  he  says.  "It  can 
be  super  high  pressure  at  times,  but 
that  fits  my  personality;  the  serious- 
ness of  the  job  is  one  of  the  things  I 
love  about  it." 
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Agriscience  Profile: 

NATALIE  SCHILLING, 

High  School  Agricultural  Science 
and  Business  Teacher 


As  an  agricultural  science  and  business  teacher 
at  Eastern  Hancock  Middle/High  School  in 
Charlottesville,  Ind.,  Natalie  Schilling  strives  to 
give  her  students  real-world  perspective  on  science 
and  agriculture.  She  uses  slides  of  local  livestock,  for 
example,  in  her  lectures.  Experiments  with  famil- 
iar plants  and  soils — things  the  students  Ccin  relate 
to — are  a  mainstay  in  her  instruction.  "I  try  to  keep 
things  from  going  over  the  kids'  heads,"  she  says,  not- 
ing that  many  students  have  come  to  expect  science 
classes  that  deal  with  intangible  subjects  and  concepts 
that  have  little  relevance  in  their  lives.  Schilling  says 
many  of  her  new  students  start  her  classes  out  with 
no  idea  how 
much  the  study 
of  science  is 
incorporated  in 
agricultural  cur- 
riculum. But  the 
importance  of 
science  is  only 
becoming  great- 
er and  greater  in 
agriculture  each  year,  she  says.  Schilling  says  students 
interested  in  the  agriscience  iield  should  focus  on 
high  school  classes  that  will  mirror  what  they  will 
need  to  learn  in  college.  She  recommends  taking  basic 
and  advanced  classes  in  chemistry,  biology  and  phys- 
ics— along  with  a  heavy  emphasis  on  ag  classes,  of 
course.  # 
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Agriscience  Fair 


Did  you  know  that  FFA  sponsors  an  annual  agriscience  fair? 


The  National  FFA  Agriscience  Fair 
recognizes  middle  and  high  school 
students  who  are  studying  the  ap- 
plication of  scientific  principles  and 
emerging  technologies  in  agricultural 


enterprises.  Participation  begins  at 
the  local  chapter  level  and  progresses 
to  the  state  and  national  levels.  Areas 
of  participation  closely  mirror  those 
of  the  International  Science  and  Engi- 


THE  FASTEST  WAY  TO  find 

A  needle  in  a  haystack 

JUST  GOT  faster. 


You've  always  relied 
on  Fastline  Publica- 
tions to  help  pinpoint 
the  best  buys  in  new 
and  used  farming 
equipment.  Now,  you 
can  go  to  fastline.com 
and  get  the  informa- 
tion you  need. ..even 


faster.  Of  course, 
you'll  continue  to 
receive  old  reliable  in 
your  mailbox,  but 
now  you  can  access 
Fastline  24/7. 

Visit  us  today  at 
www.fastline.com 


Your  line  to  the  best  buys  in 
new  &  used  equipment. 


Call  866-806-0686  or  visit  us  online  at  fastline.com 


neering  Fair  but  reflect  an  agricultural 
theme. 

GOALS 

■  Provide  students  with  cm  oppor- 
tunity to  use  the  scientific  process. 

■  Provide  students  an  opportiuiity 
to  achieve  local,  state  and  national 
recognition  for  their  accomplish- 
ments in  agriscience. 

H  Reinforce  skills  and  principles 
learned  in  agriscience  coiuses. 

H Provide  an  opportunity  for 
students  to  demonstrate  and  display 
agriscience  projects  that  are  products 
of  their  agriscience  courses. 

B  Provide  recruiting  and  promo- 
tional opportunities  for  agriscience 
programs 

RECOGNITION 

Chapter  Level:  Winners  may  be 
selected  annually  in  each  FFA  chap- 
ter. The  winner  may  represent  any  of 
the  agriscience  category  areas  (based 
on  state  rules  for  competitions).  Med- 
als and  certificates  are  available  from 
the  National  FFA  on  the  Medal  Distri- 
bution Request  form  included  in  the 
Free  Chapter  Materials  packet. 

til  State  Level:  Winners  from  each 
division  in  all  five  categories  may 
be  selected  annually  in  each  of  the 
chartered  state  associations.  Each  of 
those  winners  may  then  participate  in 
the  appropriate  areas  on  the  national 
level. 

■  National  Level:  Winners  from 
each  state  may  be  forwarded  for  na- 
tional competition.  A  national  win- 
ner will  be  selected  in  each  division. 
National  winners  will  be  presented 
with  ribbon  rosettes  cind  plaques.  Ad- 
ditional awards  may  become  available 
as  funded  by  special  project  sponsors 
above  and  beyond  the  core  sponsor- 
ship for  the  National  FFA  Agriscience 
Fair.  • 

For  more  information,  e-mail 
agrisciencefair@ffa.org,  call  31 7-802- 
4402  orvisitffa.org. 
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Find  out  about  a  "sweet"  part- 
nership Indiana  FFA  has  with 
*^     the  Florida  Fruit  Assocation  on 
page  H 


Purdue  University  offers  many 
opportunities  for  students  wanting 
to  pursue  careers  in  the  agriculture 
industry.  Find  out  more  on  page  D 
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November 

5  State  Soils  CDE,  Central  Indiana 

1 8-20  FIRE  Conference,  Indiana  FFA  Center 

December 

10       State  Crops,  Entomology  &  Forestry  CDEs,  Purdue  University 
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ITATIONED  BY  THE  RISING  SUN 

Bruce  Cooley,  2005-2006  State  President      ^ 

Fun  Facts  about  ^ruce;  <^«« 


Parents:  Newt  and  Alice  Cooley  J 

Siblings:  Bruce  is  the  youngest  of  seven  children 

FFA  Chapter:  Eastern  Hancock 

Advisors:  Scott  Jacobs  and  NatalieSchilling 

Favorite  Food:  chicken  potpie 

Favorite  Animal:  intelligent  horses 

Favorite  Color:  blue 

Favorite  Song:  Love  This  L/fe-Darrel  Worley 

Favorite  Sport:  wrestling 

Favorite  Cartoon  Character:  Woody  Wood  Peckei 

Life  Lesson:  Some  of  the  best  things  in  life 

come  from  the  hardest  situations 

Bruce  is  planning  on  attending  Purdue  Uni- 
versity to  pursue  a  degree  in  Veterinary  Medicine. 


"My  favorite  FFA  experience  was  when  I  went  to  the  Washington  Leadership 
Conference  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  was  amazing.  All  of  the  people  that  I  met  and 
the  things  that  I  learned  are  indispensable. "-Bruce  Cooley 


SOME  THOUGHTS  ABOUT  BRUCE... 

Ryan  Engleking-Friend 

"No  matter  what  Bruce  does  he  always  tries  his  hardest, 

and  makes  sure  that  It  is  done  right  and  on  time." 

Alice  Cooley 

"Bruce  is  a  wonderful  young  man  and  I  am  so  blessed  to  be 
his  Mom.  He  has  dedicated  his  life  to  serving  Jesus  Christ  and  sharing  this 

relationship  with  others  he  meets.  He  has  always 
enjoyed  learning  new  things  and  using  what  he  has 
learned  to  teach  others.  Bruce  is  never  one  to  back 
away  from  a  challenge  and  is  always  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  wherever  he  is  needed.  He  is  truly  a 
^       remarkable  young  man  with  a  wonderful  future  ahead. 
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By  Sawyer  Sparks,  State  Southern 
Region  Vice  President 

Laura  Bradford,  District  XI  President  and 
nnember  of  the  Crothersville  FFA  always  finds 
herself  outside  working  to  improve  her  SAE 
project.  Equine  Science  Entrepreneurship.  She 
started  her  SAE  at  the  end 
of  her  seventh  grade  year. 
It  consists  of  managing  her 
horse  and  all  responsibilities 
that  come  with  in,  including 
feeding. 

"I  feed  and  do  the  every- 
day chores  that  are  involved 
in  the  carrying  for  my  horse." 
Laura  is  involved  in  show- 
ing her  horse  at  the  county 
and  state  level.  She  recently 
showed  her  horse  at  her  local  county  4-H  fair. 
She  had  the  great  opportunity  on  Aug.  4  and  5 
of  qualifying  to  show  at  the  Indiana  State  Fair  in 
two  classes.  Halter  Gelding  and  Equitation  Over 
Fences.  In  the  past  it  was  no  surprise  when 
Laura  won  Grand  Champion  once  at  the  Indi- 
ana State  Fair  and  had  placed  third  in  Equita- 
tion Over  Fences  two  years. 

"This  past  year  I  had  to  work  really  hard 
with  him 
because 
we  were 
in  a  bad 
accident 
and  he 
became 
very  ill 
and  it 
took  a  lot 
of  time 
giving 
himmed- 
icineand 
running 


blood  tests  to  make  sure  everything  was  coming 
back  to  normal,  commented  the  rider. 

But  with  all  that  aside  Laura  is  back  on  her 
horse  and  is  showing  again  and  has  great  plans 
for  success  this  year  at  the  State  Fair. 

Laura  has  participated  in  Prepared  Public 
Speaking  Career  Development  Event  for  two 
years  and  won  last  year  at 
the  District  XI  contest,  qualify- 
ing and  competing  at  the  state 
level.  She  has  also  served  as 
Crothersville  FFAChapter  Pres- 
ident for  the  past  two  years. 
She  has  also  been  very  active 
in  the  community  by  being  in 
charge  of  her  Community  Toy 
and  Food  Drive  in  December. 
With  her  success  as  the  fund- 
Iraiser  leader  they  delivered  more 
than  three  ton  of  food  to  52  families  in  Crothers- 
ville. 

Laura  is  very  involved  in  her  school  with  extra 
curricular  actives.  She  is  a  three-year  starter  on 
her  basketball  team,  a  member  of  her  softball 
teamandrunstrack.SheisinvolvedinStudentCoun- 
cil,  National  Honor  Society,  S.A.D.D  and  the  Big 
Brothers,  Big  Sisters  Program.  She  is  not  quite 
sure  yet  where  she  wants  to  go  to  college  but 
she  is  certain  that  she  wants  to  pursue  a  degree 
in  Veterinary  Medicine  and  pursue  a  career  as  a 
Veterinarian. 


How  has  your  ac 
affected  your  lif 


f^aryssa  Sullivan 

V^  Grade,  Southwestern  Shelby 

"She  taught  me  about  respect  and 
that  there  is  a  lot  more  to  life  than  just 
school.  She  also  has  told  me  about 
many  dif- 
ferent job 
opportuni- 
ties." 


(Bren  Slack 

Sophomore,  Manchester 

My  advisor  has  impacted  me  by  teach- 
ing me  new  things  about  agriculture 
and  while  always  enjoying  all  parts  of 
agriculture  and  FFA.  She  has  taught  me 
low  to  judge  in  several  career  devel- 
opment events  such  as  soils,  crops,  and 
ivestock.  I 
rave  also 
earned  it 
okes  a  lot  of 
■esponsibility 
and  maturity 
o  be  suc- 
cessful in  FFA 
and  in  life. 


'/(jrle  Schwarzkopf 
Senior,  Delphi 

Mr.  Striebeck  has  been  a  wonderful 
influence  on  my  life.  He  is  not  only 
an  advisor,  but  my  friend.  He  really 
does  so  much 
more  than  just  ful- 
fill his  duties  as  an 
advisor.  He  lets 
his  students  learn 
through  experi- 
ence. He  pushes 
me  to  strive  for 
the  best.  He  has 
taught  me  many 
practical  lessons, 
as  well  OS  life  skills  that  I  know  will 
stay  with  me  through  my  entire 
life. 
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'EvoCution  of'ExceCCence 

niversity 


By  Shawn  Gearhart,  State  Secretary 

Too  many  times,  we  probably  have  been 
asked  what  you  want  to  do  when  you  "grow 
up".  Even  a  better  question  is  how  we  are 
going  to  be  get  to  the  point  of  what  we  want  to 
do.  For  most  of  us  the  answer  to  the  second 
question  is  to  attend  college.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is  what  college  do  I  attend?  An  institution 
worth  considering  is  Purdue  University. 

When  someone  mentions  Purdue,  the  imme- 
diate thoughts  for  some  are  Boilermal<ers  and 
football  Saturdays.  The  thought  of  the  actual 
university  is  overlooked  and  pushed  aside. 
Purdue  University  is  considered  by  many  all 
across  the  country  to  be  a  prestigious  uni- 
versity with  high  standards  and  rankings. 
So  why  consider  Purdue  University?  Why 
not?      Purdue   is  ranked   in  the  top  25 
public  universities   in  the   nation,  which 
many  academic  programs  ranked  in  the 
top  10.    Students  also  enjoy  themselves 
while  attending  college.  Freshman  student 
Liz  Blainey  likes  many  things  about  being  a 
student  at  Purdue,  "There  are  so  many  oppor- 
tunities in  every  area  that  you  could  want!" 

Applying  to  any  of  Purdue's  colleges  is  an 
easy  process.  The  application  can  be  found 
on  the  internet  at  www.purdue.edu  where  it 
can  be  downloaded.  One  can  be  also  be 
requested  from  the  admissions  office. 


Popular  Programs 


Apparel  Design  and  Technology 

Building  Construction  Management 

Computer  Graphics  Technology 

Computer  Technology 

Elementary  Education 

Engineering 

Flight 

Health  Sciences 

Hospitality  and  Tourism  Management 

Management 

Pre-Pharmacy 

Veterinary  Technology 
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By  Mindi  Salmons,  State  Reporter 


Purdue  University,  the  College  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Department  of  Youth 
Development  and  Agriculture  Education  are  collaborating  with  the  Indiana 
FFA  Association  to  provide  a  college  course  for  Indiana  FFA  State  Officers. 
This  course,  entitled  "Special  Problems,"  requires  state  officers  to  provide 
an  academic  objective  to  complete.  The  state  officers  will  turn  in 
course  work  and  research  to  an  academic  advisor  at  Purdue  Uni- 
versity. Up  to  three  credit  hours  per  semester  can  be  earned 
for  work  on  these  projects. 

The  following  are  desired  outcomes  of  a  partnership  between 
the  Purdue  University  Admissions  Office  and  the  Indiana 
FFA  State  Officer  Program: 


•  The  Purdue  University  Office  of  Admissions  will  train  the 
Indiana  FFA  State  Officer  Team  on  Key  Messages  with  the  goal 
of  increasing  awareness  about 
opportunities  at  Purdue. 

Indiana  FFA  State  Officers  will  receive  a  schol- 
arship for  their  participation  in  the  program.  The 
scholarship  will  be  for  up  to  three  credit  hours 
per  semester. 

■    This  opportunity  will  be  available  for  all  Indi- 
ana FFA  State  Officers. 

•    Organized  by  the  YDAE  staff  and  the  Indiana 
FFA  Program  Specialist,  earned  credit  will  be  awarded 
for  the  Agricultural  Course  YDAE  490:  Special  Problems 
in  Agricultural  Communication.  The  credits  will  be  awarded 
on  an  individual  basis. 

"I  think  it's  a  great  opportunity  for  state  officers.  For  all 
the  work  that  we  do,  it's  nice  to  be  getting  something  in 
return"  remarked  Shawn  Gearhart,  Indiana  FFA  State  Secretary. 
Jessica  Quear,  who  is  serving  as  this  year's  State  FFA  State  Northern  Region 
Vice  President,  "I  think  it's  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  years  to  come,  and  I  think 
it  makes  it  so  that  this  year  of  service  that  we're  giving  isn't  like  sitting  out 
of  college.  We  won't  be  behind  anymore,  and  we  will  have  the  heads  up.  We 
will  receive  the  life-long  experiences,  as  well  as  credit  from  Purdue  University." 
This  year  is  a  trial  year  for  this  partnership.  Hopefully,  this  initial  opportunity  will  set  the  bar 
high  enough  so  this  credit  can  be  received  for  years  to  come. 
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By:  Bruce  Cooley,  State  President 

FFA  chapters  from  all  across  the  state  depend  heavily  on 
fruit  sales  as  one  of  their  primary  fundraisers  throughout 
the  year.  The  money  that  is  raised  from  the  sales  goes  to 
assist  the  chapter  with  funding  for  their  many  endeavors 
during  the  year.  A  wonderful  organization  that  has  aided 
the  FFA  chapters  across  this  state  in  this  process  is  the 
Florida  Fruit  Association. 

History  of  the  Florida  Fruit  Association: 

The  company  was  started  in  1997  by  Leo  George  to  establish  excellent  quality  and  service  for  the 
National  FFA  Organization  frindraising  campaigns  done  by  various  chapters  from  aaoss  the  state  of 
Indiana. 

When  asked  what  inspired  him  to  start  his  business,  Mr.  George  stated,  "I  love  Ag  business.  I  love  to 
talk  to  people.  And  I  love  wori<ing  with  the  advisors  and  FFA  members  across  the  state.  Our  relationship 
with  the  Indiana  FFA  is  wonderful!" 

'The  Florida  Fruit  Association  has  supplied  our  FFA  chapter  with  the  very  best  quality  citrus  for  our  fund 
raiser.  I  have  personally  toured  the  groves  at  A.  Duda  &  Sons.  Quality  begins  in  the  groves  and  continues 
through  grading,  packaging  and  shipping."  Mr.  Reuben  Kissel.  Only  an  association  that  is  truly  out  to 
assist  chapters  with  their  fundraising  efforts  can  get  remarks  like  this. 

The  Florida  Fruit  Association  has  and  continues  to  be  a  great  supported  of  the  Indiana  FFA  Associa- 
tion. 


To  order  your  copy  of  Ihe  Indiana  FFA...  Bringing 
The  Past  Forward,  simply  fill  out  the  order  form  at 
the  right  and  mail  it  with  your  check  or  money  order 
to  M.T.  Publishing  Company,  Inc.  or  call  loll  free  1- 
888-263-4702  or  log  on  to  www.mtpublishing.com 
to  order  by  credit  card. 

Also  available  through  M.T,  Publishing  Company, 
Inc,  isS/ue  Jac/(e/s*  Cold  Standards.  The  75th  An- 
niversary book  of  the  National  FFA  organization. 
Only  $24.95  (plus  s/h).  Call  for  details. 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS! 

Indiana  FFA...Bringing  the  Past  Forward 

Celebrating  75  Years  of  Indiana  FFA 

Don't  miss  this  chance  to  own  yourcopy  of  the  history  of  the  Indiana  FFA.  This  104  page. 
8  V,  X  1 1  inch,  coffee  table  book  has  hundreds  of  photos,  64  pages  of  full  color  and  a  com- 
plete roster  of  the  2004-2005  members  of  the  Indiana  FFA  and  lists  of  past  officers. 
This  will  be  an  excellent  addition  to  your  personal,  school  or  local  library,  or  make  the 
perfect  gift  for  anyone  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  IN  FFA. 

Order  your  copy  today!!  Limited  quantity  available! 
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STATIONED  BY  THE  PLOW 

Jessica  Quear  2005-2006  State  Northern  Region 
Vice  President 

Fun  Facts  about  3ess\ca: 


Parents:  Douglas  and  Teresa  Quear 

Siblings:  Justin,  Adam  and  Stacy 

Favorite  Color:  yellow 

Favorite  Animal:  Panda  Bear 

Favorite  Song;  /  cross  my  heart"  by  George 

Straight 

Favorite  Movie:  Pure  Country 

Memorable  Moment:  Being  baptized 

Favorite  Food:  peanut  butter/cheese 

Favorite  Sport:  football 

Nickname-Jeka  Deka 

Life  lesson:  friends  will  come  and  go  but  family 

is  forever! 


Jessica  plans  to  attend  Purdue  University  and  major  in  Agricultural  Economics  and 
then  attend  law  school. 


Some  Thoughts  about  Jessica... 

Adam  Quear 

"Jessica  has  helped  me  achieve  higher  standards  as  an 

individual  through  the  FFA  throughout  the  years." 

Mr.  Sheller,  Agriculture  Instructor  and  Advisor 
"She  is  just  one  of  those  people  that  gives  her  fullest 
potential  in  all  she  does.  I  have  greatly  enjoyed  having 
her  in  class." 
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My  mentor  and  advisor,  Mr.  Helms, 

has  always  been  there  for  me.  He  never 

outce^,^^jj^pgj^gjj  ^  Yqi  out  of  the;  all  he  really 

expected  was  for  me  was  to  do  iny  best. 

I  looked  up  to  him  not  oiily  as  a  teacher 

but  as  a  friend.  I'm  glad  that  he  was 

there  for  me  to  teach  and  advise  me 

through  high  school  and  help  me 

make  it  through.  Not  only  .did  Mr. 

Helms  teach T^t;} about  Ag  Meclianics, 

atural  Resources,   and  Welding,   he 

taught  me  about  the  way  of  life.     He 
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John  Hunt,  DVM  ts^  a  large  animal  \etcnnarian  special- 
izing in  equine  practice.  Dr.  John  Hunt  lives  and  works 
^~^n  his  farm  in  Rush  County.    He  is  a  great  individual 
?     that  has  had  many  years  of  experience  working  on 
'-■{     horses.  During  high  school,  I  worked  with  Dr.  John 
Hunt  as  a  veterinarian  assistant.     I  worked  with 
Dr.  Hunt  every  day,  and  soon  formed  a  mentor- 
hke  relationship.   Pretty  soon,  I  confided  in  him  for 
M-  ^<^  -radvice  on  various  situations  and  thus  started  our  mentor  to    --.  .rri 
^f\  ^      peer  relationship.  This  selflessness  has  made  him  a  great  mentor 

and  influence  in  my  life.  Dr.  Hunt  has  been  gracious  enough  tt>  offer 

his  sound  bibUcal  and  experience  related  advice  to  me  whenever  I  need  it^ 

whether  it  is  a  problem  I  have  or  just  a  life  skill  that  will  help  me  later  in  life; 
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star  Chapter 


By  David  Mohler,  State  Treasurer 

Beef  is  what's  for  dinner  when  Gibson  South- 
ern FFA  members  are  around.  This  will  be  the 
third  year  that  they  have  helped  the  community  by 
serving  them  steak.  In  early  December,  "Steak 
Dinner  for  Two"  is  the  talk  of  the  town,  and  every- 
one must  make  sure  they  have  their  ticket  in 

hand  to  attend  this 
fine  dining  put  on  by 
the  Gibson  Southern 
FFA  members. 
FFA   members    sell 
tickets  around  their 
community  to  raise 
money    for    charity. 
The  tickets  are  good 
for  a  dinner  for  two 
people.    During    the 
steak     dinner,     FFA 
members  serve  as  waiters,  serving  steaks  to  all 
who  arrive.  Last  year  30  Gleason  Southern  mem- 
bers fed  approximately  200  people. 

Before  the  big  day,  FFA  members  help  dec- 
orate the  school  cafeteria  and  line  up  student 
entertainment.    "We  really  try  to  make  it  a  fun 


time  for  everyone,"  said  Richard  Ritter,  chapter 
advisor. 

The  steak  dinner  isn't  the  only  big  activity  for 
Gibson  Southern.  This  FFA  chapter  also  has 
a  rather  large  farm  plot.  Every  year  members 
bring  in  equipment  to  use  on  the  105  acres  of 
land  that  the  chapter  farms.  Toyota  and  the  high 
school  donate  the  land  for  the  chapter's  use. 

The  Gibson  Southern  FFA  Chapter  was 
charted  30  years  ago. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  kids  that  like  to  compete  and 
they  work  really  hard  preparing  for  contests  but 
we  also  enjoy  the  test  plot  and  the  farming  proj- 
ect that  we  do,"  commented  Ritter. 

Soils  Judging  is  a  contest  that  Gibson  South- 
ern FFA  members  enjoy  participating  in.  In  the 
past  ten  years,  the  chapter  has  competed  in 
the  National  Soils  Judging  competition  in  Okla- 
homa. Last  year  they  placed  first  in  the  state 
competition. 

"Our  advisor  expects  a  lot  from  us"  said  Justin 
Paul,  chapter  vice  president.  "Our  record  for 
Soils  this  year  is  something  like  160  beaten 
teams  and  5  teams  that  have  beaten  us...  and 
he  still  isn't  satisfied!" 

These  accomplishments  have  helped  Gibson 
Southern  FFA  to  be  a  "Star  Chapter." 


'Thwiujhout  my.iiicolvemcnt  in  the  C/ibsc. 
Souificni  'T'hJ^.,  I  Have  leanied  so  much.  I 
owe  a  bli]  pait  of  a'fio  I  am  today  to  the 
Cf'isboii  Soul  hern  ^F'TjAv/ 
-Txfer  T'enbarge,  Chapter  Presiilent 


The  saii-s  Career  Development  Event  gives  you  the  oppdrtunity  to 

RECOGNIZE   IMPORTANT  SOILS  AND   LANDSCAPE   PROPERTIES.       YOU   CONSIDER 
THESE   PROPERTIES   IN    DECIDING   HOW  TO   USE  SOILS.     WHEN    EVALUATING 
SOIL  THERE  ARE   DIFFERENT  LANDFORMS  AND  TEXTURES.     THERE  ARE  ALSO 
DIFFERENT  LEVELS   OR   HORIZONS   OF  THE  SOIL.      SOIL  IS    EVALUATED  TO 
RECOGNIZE  LAND  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  USE  OR  TO   BUILD  A  HOME.     SEE  IF  YOU 
CAN   FIND  THE  IMPORTANT  TERMS  THAT  ARE  USED  IN   SOIL  EVALUATION 
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STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP, 

MANAGEMENT  AND  CIRCULATION 

(Required  by  39  U.S.C.  3685) 

1.  Title  of  publication:  New  Horizons 

2.  Publication  number;  1069-806X 

3.  Date  of  filing:  October  1 .  2005 

4.  Frequency  of  issue:  6  times  year 

5.  Number  of  Issues  published  annually:  6 

6.  Annual  subscription  rate:  $7.00  for  non-FFA 
members;  $2.00  tor  FFA  members 

7.  Complete  mailing  address  of  known  office  of 
publication:  FFA  New  Horizons.  The  National  FFA 
Organization,  6060  FFA  Drive,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46268-0960 

8.  Complete  mailing  address  of  the  headquarters  of 
general  business  offices  of  the  publishers:  same 

9.  Full  names  and  complete  mailing  address  of 
publisher,  editor,  and  managing  editor;  Publisher, 
Julie  Adams,  National  FFA  Organization,  6060  FFA 
Drive,  Indianapolis.  IN  46268-0960;  Executive  Editor; 
Erich  Gaukel.  1 2398  NW  85  Ave. ,  Grimes,  I A  501 1 1 ; 
l^lanaging  editor:  none 

10.  Owner:  (If  owned  by  a  corporation,  its  name  and 
address  must  be  stated  and  also  immediately  there 
under  the  names  and  addresses  of  stockholders 
owning  or  holding  1  percent  or  more  of  total 
amount  of  stock.  If  not  owned  by  a  corporation, 
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must  be  given.  If  owned  by  a  partnership  or  other 
unincorporated  firm,  its  name  and  address  as  well 
as  that  of  each  individual  must  be  given.  If  the 
publication  is  published  by  a  nonprofit  organization, 
its  name  and  address  must  be  stated.)  The  National 
FFA  Organization.  6060  FFA  Drive.  Indianapolis,  IN 
46268 
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holders  owning  or  holding  1  percent  or  more  of  total 
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A.  Total  number  of  copies 
(net  press  run)  524.983 

B.  Paid  and/or  requested  circulation 

1 .     [\/1ail  subscriptions  (paid 

and/or  requested)  456.398 

3.     Sales  through  other  non-USPS 

paid  distribution  61 ,500 

C.  Total  paid  and/or  requested 
circulation  [sum  of  15B.  (1), 
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G.  Total  distribution  (sum  of  15C 
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Kim  Smith/Director  of  Circulation,  Farm  Progress 
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TULSA 
'WELDING 
^SCHOOL 

"World  Class  Welders 
&  Welding  Inspectors" 

•  $3,422 /month 
reported  average 
starting  pay  by 
1,561  of  1,623 
graduates  during  2000' 
thru  2003.  Overtime  Ai.n  <q,k  j,. 

....  FFA-T«lthln«,  OK 

mcluded  m  some  cases. 

•  Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

•  New  Jacksonville,  FL  branch 
campus  now  open.  1-877-WELD  JAX 

Call:  1-800-WELD  PRO 

www.weldlngschool.com 
2545  E.  11th  St.   •  Tulsa,  OK  74104 
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Teaching 
ereenhouses! 


More  than  a  fundraiser 
Develop  business  skills 
'  Encourage  entrepreneurship 
'  Create  a  positive  cash  f\o\N 


FREE  Catalog  &  Buyer's  Guide 


IGC 


International 
Greenhouse  Company 

1-888-281-9337 

www.igcusa.com/schools 


To  advertise  here  on  the  FFA 
marketplace  page,  contact  Glenn 
Sims  at  262-363-9346  or  e-mail 
gsims@farmprogress.com 


CORPORATION 

10840  Rockley  Road  Houston, Tx  77099 
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•  Greot  Friendt 

•  Colorful  Morse* 

•  EHdlett  Fmm 

•  Priceless  Memories 

•  ExcelleHt  LendersUip 

Wl^ot  nssociation  offers 

all  tUi*  and  more? 

The  American  Junior  Paint  Hoi-se  .■\ssociation 
(AjPHA)  offers  a  place  for  young  horse 
enthusiasts  to  learn,  compete,  ha\e  fun 

and  make  new  friends...  Come  join  the  fun! 
Go  to  ajpha.cora  for  more  information. 
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Even  though  she's  still  in 
high  school,  Kristen  Wright's 
work  with  pheromones  and 
piglets  has  earned  her  a 
working  relationship  with  a 
major  agricultural  company 
and  an  invitation  to  London 


By  Stephen  Regenold 

Ihat  do  you  get  when  you 
[cross  1,000  squealing  baby 
pigs  with  a  chemically- 
produced  pheromone  and 
one  very  determined  17- 
year-old  FFA  member?  In  Kristen 
Wright's  case,  you  get  an  invitation  to 
London  and  the  International  Science 
Symposium.  You  get  funding  from 
ag  heavyweight  Cargill  Inc.  You  get  a 
summer  job  as  a  vet  tech,  and  you  also 
get  a  darn  good  story  to  put  down  on 
your  college  application  forms. 

Starting  in  September  of  2004, 
Kristen  began  drafting  a  plan  to  con- 
duct an  ambitious  science  experiment 
on  hundreds  of  area  piglets.  Her  idea, 
based  on  a  study  by  Dr.  John  McGlone 
at  Texas  Tech  University,  was  to  use  a 
synthetic  maternal  swine  pheromone 
to  try  and  reduce  the  aggression,  de- 
pression and  detrimental  weight  loss 
often  suffered  by  piglets  after  separa- 
tion from  their  mothers. 

The  short  story  is,  her  experiment 
worked.  Cargill,  which  had  partially 
funded  the  test  by  providing  tags, 
protective  gear,  scales  and  other  mate- 
rials, is  happy  with  the  results  and  is 
considering  another  similar  study  to 
expand  upon  Kristen 's  findings. 
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LONDON  CALLING 

Because  of  its  unique  focus  and  real- 
world  scientific  value,  Kristen,  who 
is  a  senior  at  Missouri's  Eldon  High 
School  and  President  of  the  Eldon 
Chapter  of  FFA,  was  invited  to  give 
a  presentation  on  her  experiment  at 
the  International  Science  Symposium 
in  London.  Unfortunately,  because 
of  the  London  Underground  terror- 
ist bombings  of  July  7,  the  trip  was 
cancelled  at  the  last  minute.  Kristen 
will  likely  present  at  next  year's  Sym- 
posium, and  when  we  spoke  to  her  in 
September,  she  planned  to  compete  in 
agriscience  fair  at  the  2005  National 
FFA  Convention. 

A  pheromone  is  a  natural  and 
involuntary  secreted  chemical  mes- 
senger that  can  trigger  a  range  of 
precise  behaviors  in  members  of  the 
same  species.  Without  knowing  it, 
female  pigs  produce  special  phero- 
mones  while  nursing,  and  the  young 
piglets  are  subconsciously  comforted 
by  the  pheromone  chemical.  But  once 
the  piglets  are  taken  away  from  their 
mothers,  the  pheromone  is  no  longer 
present,  and  the  physical  detachment, 
combined  with  the  lack  of  maternal 
pheromones,  often  causes  stress, 
weight  loss,  aggression  and  other 
negative  symptoms. 

Using  synthetic  pig  pheromones, 
Kristen  got  down  and  dirty  with 
hundreds  of  piglets  in  transport  away 
from  their  mothers.  She  used  a  spray 
bottle  to  infuse  the  air  in  transport 
trucks  with  the  chemical.  Every  pig 
had  to  be  numbered  and  weighed 
before  and  after  transport,  and  Kristen 
did  most  of  the  work  herself. 

A  THOUSAND  PIGS 

"Kristen  never  does  anything  half- 
way," says  Colleen  Griswold,  Kris- 
ten's  FFA  advisor.  "For  this  project, 
she  had  to  work  with  and  weigh  a 
thousand-some-odd  squealing,  dirty 
little  pigs  over  a  two-month  period." 

Kristen,  whose  trip  to  the 
International  Science  Symposium 
was  cancelled  at  the  last  minute 
due  to  the  London  Underground 
terrorist  attacks,  plans  to  attend 
the  event  in  2006.  When  we  talked 
to  her,  she  was  getting  ready  for 
the  National  FFA  Agriscience  Fair. 

ffa/new  horizons 


In  February  of  2005,  after  the  initial 
work  was  done,  Kristen  began  sorting 
through  the  data  she  collected  from 
the  experiment.  Her  findings  con- 
cluded that  the  exposure  to  maternal 
pheromones  in  the  trucks  did  indeed 
decrease  weight  loss  of  the  piglets 
during  transportation.  Additionally, 
more  than  a  week  after  the  transport 
to  the  new  facility,  the  experimental 
piglets  had  a  higher-than-average 
weight  gain  than  the  piglets  that  did 
not  receive  the  pheromones. 

Kristen  conducted  a  similar  ex- 
periment on  the  piglets  in  their  new 
pens  and  found  that  the  exposure  to 
the  maternal  pheromones  in  the  pens 
similarly  increased  weight  gain. 

The  final  phase  of  the  project  was 
writing  up  the  findings  and  packag- 
ing it  all  in  a  presentation  report  to 


show  to  Cargill  and  other  interested 
organizations.  The  multi-page  report, 
"The  Effects  of  Maternal  Pheromones 
on  Weaned  Piglets,"  includes  a  hy- 
pothesis, an  explanation  of  the  experi- 
ment, background  information  on  the 
relevance  of  the  study,  a  conclusion 
based  on  the  experiment's  results  and 
a  section  on  potential  future  studies. 
"This  project  taught  me  to  work 
hard  and  never  give  up,"  Kristen 
says,  noting  that  the  piglet  study  was 
her  first  successful  experiment  after 
two  other  proposed  projects  were 
deemed  not  feasible  by  her  FFA  ad- 
visor. "And  even  though  I  had  never 
really  worked  with  swine  before,  this 
project  only  reinforced  my  love  of 
animals."  • 
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Community  Developmen 

This  year's  hurricane 
season  has  left  hun- 
dreds of  people  dead, 
more  than  a  million 
homeless  and  entire 
cities  and  towns  temporar- 
ily uninhabitable.  Now 
that  Katrina  and  Rita  have 
gone,  however,  the  sur- 
vivors have  switched  to 
recovery  mode,  and  while 
many  have  been  forced  to 
relocate  to  other  parts  of 
the  country,  many  others 
are  returning  to  what's  left 
of  their  communities. 

FFA  chapters  nation- 
wide have  stepped  up 
to  play  an  active  role  in 
the  recovery  process.  The 
Newark  FFA  Chapter  in 
Newark,  111.,  packed  three 
semitrailers  full  of  sup- 
plies soon  after  Katrina  hit 
and  sent  everything  off  to  Mississippi. 
"My  heart  just  goes  out  to  them,"  says 
chapter  president  Lindsay  Cihak. 
"There  are  so  many  FFA  chapters 
down  there,  and  so  many  folks  that 
lost  everything — their  SAEs,  their 
animals,  their  schools.  We're  just 
doing  whatever  we  can  to  help." 

Countless  others  members  and 
chapters  have  also  sent  food,  supplies 
and  money  directly  to  those  who  need 
it.  Many  have  given  through  "Seeds 
of  Hope,"  a  relief  campaign  organized 
by  the  National  FFA  Organization 
which  is  intended  to  help  rebuild 
the  estimated  120  FFA  programs  af- 
fected by  the  storms.  Meanwhile,  the 
National  Association  of  AgricultLual 
Educators'  "Adopt  an  Ag  Ed  Program" 
has  been  matching  FFA  chapters 
unaffected  by  the  hurricanes  with 


The  FFA  community  gets  together  to  put  lives 
schools  and  FFA  chapters  back  together 


chapters  in  the  Gulf  area  that  need 
assistance.  So  far,  at  least  40  chapters 
have  signed  on. 

HARDEST  HIT 

By  all  accounts.  Hurricane  Ka- 
trina, which  slammed  into  coastal 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  early  on 
the  morning  of  Monday,  Aug.  29,  was 
the  most  devastating  storm  to  ever 
hit  the  United  States.  New  Orleans, 
which  bore  the  brunt  of  the  storm, 
was  utterly  destroyed.  Bruce  Lazarus, 
coordinator  of  recovery  efforts  for  the 
Louisiana  FFA  Association,  says  he's 
never  seen  anything  like  it.  "We're 
still  trying  to  determine  the  total  im- 
pact," he  admits.  "Katrina  took  out 
everything.  Cell  phone  towers,  land 
lines,  entire  schools.  And  then  Rita 
came  through.  I  still  haven't  reached 


some  of  our  teachers." 

So  far,  Lazarus  says, 
the  relief  effort  has  been 
inspiring.  Local  compa- 
nies have  donated  things 
like  generators  and  tools 
to  help  27  affected  FFA 
chapters  get  back  to  busi- 
ness. He's  also  heard  from 
dozens  of  imaffected  FFA 
programs  eager  to  lend  a 
hand.  "The  amoimt  of  sup- 
port coming  in  from  across 
the  nation  is  just  amazing. 
Everything  we  get  makes 
life  that  much  easier." 

PROVIDING  SHELTER 

Hundreds  of  miles  from 
the  coast,  on  500  acres  of 
land  near  Covington,  Ga., 
Todd  Teasley,  like  Lazarus, 
saw  first-hand  what  the 
storm  had  done  to  those 
in  its  path.  As  director  of  the  Georgia 
FFA  Center,  an  800-bed  facility  used 
year-round  for  FFA  leadership  camps, 
Teasley  was  asked  by  the  Red  Cross 
on  the  day  Katrina  made  landfall  if  he 
would  open  his  doors  to  New  Orleans' 
evacuees.  His  answer:  "Of  course." 

By  3:30  that  afternoon,  the  center 
was  ready,  and  several  hours  later  the 
first  of  nearly  400  evacuees  had  ar- 
rived. "Some  folks  came  with  just  the 
clothes  on  their  back,"  Teasley  says. 
"They'd  lost  everything — their  homes, 
vehicles,  pets,  family  members.  They 
had  no  money  or  food.  Some  parents 
had  no  diapers  for  their  kids." 

Local  FFA  chapters  sent  volimteers 
to  help  with  everything  from  ready- 
ing beds  to  serving  food  to  organiz- 
ing children's  activities.  They  also 
donated  money.  "Every  evacuee  got 
a  $40  gift  certificate  to  Wal-Mart  and 
money  for  gas,"  Teasley  says.  "We 
wanted  to  do  more  than  just  provide 
housing  and  meals.  We  tried  to  give 
them  the  tools  they  needed  to  get  back 
on  their  feet."  • 

How  to  Help 

To  donate  and  learn  more  about  the 
"Seeds  of  Hope"  campaign,  visit 
ffagive.org.  For  information  on 
"Adopt  cin  Ag  Ed  Program,"  visit 
naae.org  or  call  800-509-0204. 
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Agriscience 
in  Aichi 


Three  FFA  members  travel  to  Aichi,  Japan,  to  talk  about 
agriscience  at  the  EXPO  2005  World  Exposition 


By  Chris  Hayhurst 

Last  summer,  as  part  of  the  Toyota 
Youth  Program,  Robert  Bialozyn- 
ski,  Cortney  Timmons  and  Abby 
Ongley  won  spots  on  this  internation- 
al trip  with  their  top  iinishes  at  the 
2004  National  FFA  Agriscience  Fair 
and  their  impressive  interviews  with 
program  representatives.  In  Japan 
they  joined  more  than  20  other  high 


school  and  college  youth  from  across 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  as  well 
as  an  international  eirray  of  students, 
professionals,  academics  and  scien- 
tists, to  discuss  ways  in  which  science 
and  technology  can  be  used  to  solve 
many  of  the  world's  most  pressing 
problems.  The  trip,  which  lasted  two 
weeks,  included  included  tours  of 
Japanese  biotech  facilities,  classroom 
time  with  students  and  teachers  from 


more  than  125  different  countries  and 
a  thorough  introduction  to  Japanese 
culture.  FFA  New  Horizons  caught 
up  with  Robert,  Cortney  and  Abby 
to  hear  about  their  shared  passion 
for  agriscience  and  to  see  what  they 
learned. 

BIOTECH  AND  BIOMASS 

For  19-yeai-old  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin sophomore  Robert  Bialozynski, 
science  is  more  than  just  a  hobby.  It's 
his  life.  "I've  always  been  a  big  sci- 
ence buff,"  says  Robert,  who  joined 
Wisconsin's  Pulaski  FFA  Chapter  as 
a  freshman  in  high  school.  "My  dad 
had  a  microbrewery  in  ova  basement 
growing  up.  I  guess  my  interest  in  sci- 
ence came  from  working  with  him." 

A  biotech  major  with  a  part-time 
job  at  a  local  gene-mapping  company, 
Robert  applied  the  microbiology  and 
chemistry  he  learned  in  high  school 
to  a  senior  project  on  the  production 
of  ethanol  frombiomass.  "Ethanol's  a 
fuel,"  Robert  explains.  "You  can  run  it 
in  any  internal  combustion  engine." 
For  his  efforts,  Robert  was  named 
runner-up  for  the  2004  National  Agri- 
science Student  of  the  Year. 

After  college,  Robert  hopes  to 


Photo  at  left:  Cortney  (left  to 
right),  Bob  and  Abby  pose  with  a 
group  of  Japanese  children,  who 
were  very  excited  to  make  friends 
from  the  United  States.  Top:  Bob 
and  a  student  from  Japan.  Above: 
Bob,  Abby  and  other  students 
attempt  to  see  a  display  in  3-D. 
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Abby  (right)  and  Cortney  (second  from  left)  hang  their  wishes  as  part  of 
Japan's  Tanabata  Celebration. 


earn  his  Ph.D.  in  biotechnology  and 
eventually  run  his  own  ethanol  plant. 
"The  biggest  thing  I  learned  in  Japan," 
he  says,  "is  the  importance  of  having  a 
global  perspective  on  science.  You've 
got  to  see  how  the  rest  of  the  world 
works  to  truly  understand  what  is 
happening  and  to  really  make  a  dif- 
ference." 

NEW  MOLDS 

Like  Robert,  Cortney  Timmons  dis- 
covered her  passion  for  science  at  an 
early  age.  "I  started  doing  projects  in 
the  fourth  grade,"  she  says.  "The  thing 
I  really  like  about  agriscience  is  how 
it  teaches  you  problem-solving  skills. 
You  have  a  problem  and  you  have  to 
figure  out  how  to  structure  your  ex- 
periments in  order  to  solve  it." 

By  her  freshman  year  at  Byng  High 
School  in  Oklahoma,  Cortney  was 
competing  in  a  variety  of  agriscience 
fairs  at  the  local  and  state  levels.  Na- 
tional competitions  followed,  and  last 
year,  as  a  student  at  Oklahoma  State 
University,  she  won  top  honors  at  the 
national  FFA  convention  for  her  study 
on  airborne  molds.  "People  are  having 
all  sorts  of  health  problems  because 
of  mold  in  the  air,"  Cortney  says. 
"Mold's  a  hot  topic  right  now." 

Cortney's  journey  to  Japan  was 
her  first  time  out  of  the  country.  The 
culture,  she  found,  was  exciting.  But 
most  amazing  was  the  country's  agri- 
culture. "A  cantaloupe  in  Japan  costs 
$78,"  says  Cortney,  who  hopes  to  one 
day  help  farmers  as  an  agricultLual  en- 
gineer. "They  farm  on  a  much  smaller 
scale  than  we  do  here.  We  couldn't 
believe  it." 
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AN  EYE  TOWARD  THE  FUTURE 
As  an  18-year-old  senior  at  Green- 
wood High  School  in  central  Penn- 
sylvania, Abby  Ongley  is  used  to 
giving  presentations.  After  all,  the 


one  she  delivered  at  the  national 
FFA  convention  on  her  study  of  soil 
nutrients  and  plant  growth  was,  in 
large  part,  the  reason  she  wound  up 
in  Japan.  But  nothing,  she  says,  could 
prepare  her  for  the  unique  experience 
of  explaining  her  project  to  an  audi- 
ence in  Aichi.  "That  was  interesting," 
Abby  recalls.  "I  guess  they  enjoyed 
it,  but  I'm  not  sure  they  knew  what  I 
was  talking  about.  I  certainly  wasn't 
speaking  Japanese." 

Abby's  long-term  plan:  a  career 
combining  education,  animal  bio- 
technology and  wildlife  manage- 
ment. "To  me,  agriscience  is  great 
because  it  allows  you  to  come  to  new 
conclusions  about  things  that  aren't 
normally  thought  about,"  she  says.  "I 
love  doing  the  research  and  knowing 
that  what  I've  done  will  help  people 
in  the  future."  • 
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WHAT'S     H  p  T 

Here's  how  FFA  members  from  across  the  U.S.  voted  in  our  most  recent  poll. 


TOP    kJ  supervised 

AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIENCE 

(SAE)  PROGRAMS 

livestock 

dairy 

crops 

landscaping 


turf  grass 


TOP 


f  AGRICULTURAL 

CAREERS 

veterinarian 

farmer/rancher 

agriculture  teacher 

welder 

agricultural  mechanics 

TOP  O  FFA  CAREER 

DEVELOPMENT  EVENTS  (CDES) 

agricultural  mechanics 

public  speaking 

horse  evaluation 

job  interview 
meats  evaluation 


TOP 


tJ  FFA  CHAPTER  EVENTS 

rodeo 

movie  night 

bowling 

volleyball 

donkey  basketball 

TOP  O  TV  SHOWS 
csi 
the  Simpsons 
the  family  guy 
laguna  beach 
the  real  world 

TOP  O  MOVIES 

8  seconds 

the  notebook 

2  fast  2  furious 

remember  the  titans 

friday  night  lights 


TOP 


FOODS 

pizza 
mexican 

steak 
chicken 

pasta 


What's  Hot  Survey    Pick  your  favorite 

FFA  supervised  agricultural  experience  (SAE) 

Career  in  agriculture 

Movie 

TV  show 

FFA  career  development  event  (ODE) 

FFA  chapter  activity 

Food 

Store  

Country  band/performer 

Rock  band/performer 

Book 


Mail  the  completed  survey  to  the  address  listed  beiow. 
What's  Hot 

FFA  New  Horizons 

P.O.  Box  68960 

Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960  OR  e-mail  to:  newhorizons@ffa.org 


TOP    5  STORES 

wal-mart 

target 

american  eagle 

hot  topic 

abercrombie  &  fitch 

TOP  O  COUNTRY  MUSIC  ACTS 

kenny  chesney 

shania  twain 

george  strait 

toby  keith 

tim  mcgraw 

TOP  O  ROCK  MUSIC  ACTS 

ac/dc 

three  doors  down 

green  day 

linkin  park 

nelly 

TOP  O  COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT  PROJECTS 

highway  cleanup 

volunteer  landscaping 

s.l.e.w.s  (student  and  landovraer 

education  and  watershed 

stewardship  program) 

volunteer  at  nursing  homes 

volmiteer  at  animal  shelters 

TOP  O  BOOKS 

harry  potter  books 

the  bible 

the  notebook 

friday  night  lights 

to  kill  a  mockingbird 


All  surveys  sent  to  FFA  New 

Horizons  are  used  in  tabulating 

the  above  results.  Here  are  the  FFA 

chapters  (in  alphabetical  order)  that 

sent  in  the  most  surveys: 

Bethel  FFA  Oklahoma 

Lodi  FFA  California 

Tokay  FFA  California 
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As  a  citizen-soldier,  you'll  train  part-time,  earn  money  to  pay  for  college, 
get  career  training  and  learn  to  be  a  leader   By  serving  your  country  and 
community,  you'll  achieve  more  than  you  might  have  thought  possible. 
Contact  us  today  about  starting  your  journey  to  the  top. 
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Reap  what  you  sow 

Singer  Elizabeth  Cook  found  life  lessons  in  FFA 


lith  her  new  CD,  "This  Side  Of 
[The  Moon,"  Elizabeth  Cook 
has  received  raves  in  music 
magazines  and  her  video  is  getting 


airplay.  Not  a  bad  start  for  this  for- 
mer member  of  the  Wildvi^ood  High 
School  FFA  Chapter  in  Florida, 
where  she  served  as  treasurer.  "FFA 
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taught  me  parliamentary  procedure 
and  also  gave  me  a  good  sense  that 
you  literally  reap  what  you  sow. 
It's  a  good  life  lesson  that  I  fall  back 
on  in  pursuing  my  singing  career," 
Elizabeth  says. 

She  also  grew  to  have  a  deep  ap- 
preciation for  what  goes  into  food 
production.  "I  think  society  doesn't 
really  understand  all  that  goes  into 
food  production  and  doesn't  have  suf- 
ficient respect  for  it.  I  feel  honored  to 
come  from  an  agricultural  communi- 
ty." She  also  learned  that  she  had  little 
affinity  for  driving  the  school  tractor. 
"I  was  out  working  on  a  project  and 
couldn't  figure  out  how  the  hydraulic 
system  operated,  and  wound  up  doing 
some  damage.  That  was  hard  to  live 
down."  Visit  eIizabeth-cook.com  for 
more  information. 

PRINCE  A  WINNER 

Back  in  our  August  issue,  you  might 
remember  that  Dreamworks  Records 
promoted  a  Toby  Keith  Honk3'tonk 
University  Sweepstakes.  We've  since 
heard  that  Ronald  Prince,  a  Navy 
seaman  apprentice  based  in  Japan 
won  the  grand 
prize.  This  Lavo- 
nia,  Ga.,  native, 
won  a  $750  Tar- 
get giftcard  and 
a  "Honkytonk 
University"  CD. 
He  also  earned 
his  FFA  chapter  a 
$250  giftcard.  His  fondest  memories 
as  a  Franklin  County  FFA  member? 
The  banquets  and  taking  care  of  the 
school's  animals.  He  doesn't  know 
what  he'll  do  with  the  giftcard — 
maybe  buy  some  stuff  for  college.  • 
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IN  STORES  NOW! 


In  mid-July,  40  young  men  and 
women  from  throughout  the  United 
States  came  together  to  attend  the 
FFA  New  Century  Farmer  Program, 
an  annual  conference  for  FFA  mem- 
bers committed  to  careers  in  produc- 
tion agriculture. 

With  an  intense  schedule  of  semi- 
nars covering  everything  from  bal- 
ance sheets  to  urban  encroachment 
to  biotechnology,  the  participants, 
including  Derek  Shephard  of  Okla- 
homa, recognized  that  this  was  a 
unique  opportunity.  "Not  only  just 
the  speakers  do  you  get  a  lot  from,  but 
from  the  people  that  attend  because 
you  get  different  opinions  and  you 
hear  different  things  that  are  going  on 
around  the  country. " 

Among  the  conference's  speakers 
was  Dr.  Miley  Gonzalez,  the  New 
Mexico  Secretary /Director  of  Agricul- 
ture. In  explaining  the  importance  of 
advocacy  and  leadership  in  produc- 
tion agriculture,  Gonzalez  wasn't  shy 
about  discussing  some  of  the  inherent 
problems  in  the  industry.  "We're  oiu- 
own  worst  enemies,"  he  said  to  the 


Faim  Factor 

Participants  in  the  FFA  New  Century  Farmer  Program 
get  an  intense,  weeklong  course  to  help  them  find 
success  in  production  agriculture 


students,  who  sat  at  tables  in  a  confer- 
ence room  inside  the  world  headquar- 
ters of  Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International 
Inc.,  who,  along  with  Rabobank, 
sponsored  the  program. 

Students  took  notes  and  pondered 
Gonzalez's  remarks  as  he  explained 
how  commodity  groups,  in  pushing 
for  thefr  own  agendas,  are  fragment- 
ing the  industry,  thereby  lessening 
agriculture's  overall  influence  and 
image.  Agriculture,  he  said,  needs  to 
develop  a  unified  front. 

IT'S  PART  OF  THE  JOB 

That's  sobering  news  for  these  young 
people  who  are  just  entering  the  pro- 
fession and  are,  for  now,  just  trying 
to  figure  out  the  nuts  and  bolts  of 
running  their  own  operations.  But 
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they  need  to  know  about  the  obstacles 
they'll  face — and  there  are  plenty  of 
them. 

For  attendees  like  Megan  Sneesby, 
whose  family  owns  a  South  Dakota 
feedlot,  and  Leeson  Gord,  whose 
family  farms  1,655  acres  in  Illinois, 
larger-world  problems  are  already 
part  of  the  job.  Megan  knows  she  faces 
regulatory  obstacles  if  her  family's  op- 
eration wants  to  expand.  Leeson,  who 
lives  60  miles  outside  of  Chicago,  says 
the  city  is  encroaching  and  increasing 
land  values  are  driving  agriculture  out 
of  the  area.  They're  problems,  yes. 
But  they're  not  scaring  any  of  these 
future  farmers  away  from  production 
agriculture.  "I'll  be  the  sixth  genera- 
tion on  the  home  farm,"  Leeson  said, 
"so  I'm  looking  forward  to  it." 
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A  CRASH  COURSE 

John  Krohn,  an  agronomy  major  at 
the  University  of  Nebraska,  Hkened 
the  New  Centiuy  Farmer  experience 
to  college.  There's  a  reason  for  that. 
The  program  presenters  included  sea- 
soned professionals  from  Rabobank, 
Pioneer  Hi-Bred,  DuPont,  Iowa  State 
University,  The  Gallup  Organization 
and  Successful  Farming  magazine. 

Because  of  time  limitations,  the 
presenters  wasted  little  time  in  get- 
ting to  the  issues  at  hand.  "It's  really 
specific  and  the  program  is  tailored 
to  just  us,  so  it's  been  a  really  good 
experience,"  he  said,  adding,  "I  got  a 
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lot  more  information  out  of  this  than 
some  of  my  classes.  It's  good  stuff." 

Matthew  Britten,  an  agricultural 
systems  management  major  at  Texas 
A&M  University,  found  a  central 
theme  to  the  week's  discussions.  "The 
big  thing  they  stressed  here  is  to  not 
be  afraid  of  change"  he  said.  "If  the 
farmer's  not  willing  to  change  and 
keep  up  with  today's  times,  he's  going 
to  get  left  behind  and  his  yields  will 
show  that,  his  profit  maximization  is 
going  to  be  affected." 

LEARNING  EROM  EACH  OTHER 
Participants  did  get  some  time  outside 
the  classroom.  The  group  spent  an 
afternoon  at  an  Iowa  National  Guard 
base  obstacle  course,  where  they 
learned  about  teamwork,  worked  on 
developing  individual  strengths  and 
got  to  know  each  other. 

Phillip  Sylvester,  who  farms  in 


Delaware  and  is  working  on  his 
master's  degree  in  agronomy  through 
an  Iowa  State  University  distance 
learning  program,  enjoyed  learning 
from  his  new  friends.  "Even  though 
we  may  be  from  all  different  places 
throughout  the  United  States,  every- 
body's here  to  do  the  same  thing  and 
it's  really  cool  for  me  to  talk  to  some- 
body that's  growing  corn  in  Nebraska. 
I  grow  corn,  too,  but  I  might  grow  it  a 
little  bit  differently." 

He  and  the  other  ;j9  program 
participants  wrote  personal  vision 
statements  during  the  week.  It  was 
a  difficult  process  for  many,  but  the 
process  helped  them  clarify  career 
and  life  goals.  For  Phillip,  it  proved 
to  be  a  milestone.  "I've  always  been 
dreaming  about  the  future,  and  now 
I'm  putting  it  down  on  a  piece  of 
paper  and  it's  really  starting  to  come 
through."  • 


CY  LAWRENCE 
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15  of  Tracy's 
Greatest  Hit  singles 


Your  Money 


Tips  for  building  your  financial  standing 


By  Chris  Hay  hurst 

With  its  bustling  traffic, 
soaring  skyscrapers, 
and  swarms  of  suited 
businesspeople,  it's 
hard  to  imagine  a  place  further  from 
farming  than  downtown  Chicago.  But 
walk  through  the  doors  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade,  at  LaSalle  Street  and 
Jackson  Boulevard,  and  you  may  be 
in  for  a  surprise. 

CBOT,  as  it's  known,  is  a  com- 
modities exchange — a  place  where 
licensed  members  trade  agricultural 
products  like  corn,  wheat  and  soy- 
beans, as  well  as  mined  valuables 
like  gold  and  silver.  Traders,  who 
must  apply  to  CBOT  for  accep- 
tance and  pay  for  membership,  trade 
either  in-person  on  the  "floor"  of  the 
exchange  or  electronically  from  afar. 
Each  trade  entails  the  purchase  or  sale 
of  a  futures  contract,  a  legally  binding 
agreement  to  either  accept  or  deliver 
a  specific  quantity  of  a  certain  com- 
modity at  a  future  date. 

Walk  onto  the  floor  of  CBOT  on  any 
business  day  and  you'll  find  yourself 
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awash  in  a  sea  of  sweaty  brokers,  of 
men  and  women  shouting,  of  hands 
flying  and  signals  flashing.  To  the 
uninitiated,  it's  complete  chaos.  But 
for  the  farmer  using  CBOT  to  his  ad- 
vantage, the  importance  of  what  takes 
place  as  the  deals  are  sealed  cannot 
be  overstated.  CBOT  is  critical  to  his 
existence:  It  secures  a  market  for  his 
products  and  money  for  his  work. 

PRICE  DISCOVERY 

Money  rules  on  the  CBOT  floor, 
and  the  price  a  buyer  will  pay  a 
seller  for  the  commodity  he  wants  is 
determined  at  the  time  of  the  trade  in 
a  process  called  "price  discovery."  A 
variety  of  factors — everything  from 
regional  and  national  weather  condi- 
tions to  the  findings  of  USDA  crop 
reports — are  considered  by  traders  as 
they  decide  the  price.  If,  for  instance, 
there's  great  demand  for  corn  but  not 
enough  to  meet  buyers'  needs,  the 
price  will  be  relatively  high.  But  if 
demand  has  gone  down  while  the 
supply  has  gone  up,  prices  will  fall. 

Farmers  and  others  in  agriculture 
use  CBOT  to  "hedge"  the  risks  they 
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face  in  what  could  otherwise  be  a 
dangerously  up-and-down  market 
for  the  products  they  buy  or  sell. 
The  thinking,  if  you're  a  seller,  goes 
something  like  this:  "Tell  me  now 
how  much  you'll  pay  for  a  bushel  of 
grain  I'll  deliver  to  you  later,  and  I'll 
cut  you  a  deal."  If  you're  a  buyer,  it's 
the  opposite:  "Give  me  a  discount, 
and  I'll  pay  you  that  much  money  for 
a  bushel  of  grain  no  matter  what  the 
going  rate  is  later." 

In  other  words,  fanners  sell  futures 
contracts  and  thereby  ensmre  they'll 
receive  a  certain  price  for  the  crops 
they  produce,  even  if,  at  a  later  time, 
the  market  rate  for  those  products  has 
gone  down  (or  up).  Others  buy  futures 
to  guarantee  they  won't  have  to  pay 
more  than  they  can  afford  for  feed. 

ACCEPTARLE  PRICES 

Richard  Bell,  the  newly-appointed 
Arkansas  secretary  of  agriculture 
and  a  former  Illinois  FFA  officer, 
belonged  to  CBOT  during  his  temue 
as  president  of  Riceland  Foods,  a 
farmer-owned  cooperative  handling 
rice,  soybeeins  and  other  commodi- 
ties grown  by  nearly  9,000  farmers 
in  the  southern  U.S.  Working  from 
company  headquarters  in  Stuttgart, 
Ark.,  Bell  used  the  exchange  to  ensure 
his  member-farmers  received  accept- 
able prices  for  their  crops.  "We  had 
brokers  we  worked  with  in  the  city," 
Bell  recalls.  "We  had  an  open  line  to 
them.  We'd  send  in  our  orders  and 
they'd  decide  when  and  how  to  price 
depending  on  the  guidelines  we  had 
agreed  upon." 

Before  CBOT,  Bell  says,  farmers' 
incomes  "were  at  the  mercy  of  the 
merchants."  But  not  anymore.  "Now 
there's  a  guaranteed  price  every  day 
of  the  year."  • 

Visiting  CBOT 

You  can  learn  more  about  CBOT 
online  at  cbot.com.  Or,  if  you're 
visiting  Chicago,  it's  open  to  the 
public  for  prearranged  group  tours. 
To  schedule  a  visit,  ceJI  the  CBOT 
Visitor  Information  Center  at 
312-435-3590. 
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Toys  change.  So  do  your  responsibilities. 
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why  GMAC  created  SmartEdge,  a  free  educational  program  that  will  help  you  learn  what  you  need 
to  know  about  vehicle  financing.  Discover  SmartEdge,  where  you  will  learn: 

How  to  Establish  Good  Credit        How  to  Manage  Your  Budget       Vehicle  Financing  Options 

Visit  www.smartedgebygmac.com  and  get  ready  to  achieve  your  goals. 


SmartEdge 

by  GMAC 

The  Financial  Services  People-*  ^  '•-"  \ 


02005  GMAC.  All  Rights  Resereed.  GMAC  is  a  registered  senrice  mark  of  the  General  Motors  Aaeptance  Corporation.  SmartEdge  is  a  senrice  martt  of  the  General  Motors  Acceptance  Coipoiation. 

The  GM  trademartc  is  a  registered  trademarl<  or  the  General  Motors  Corporation. 
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Q:  Did  you  hear  about  the 
kid-napping  in  church? 

A;  The  preacher  woke  him  up. 

Hilary  Schaf 
Boggstown,  Indiana 

Q:  What  animal  hates  doing 
laundry? 

A:  A  leopard,  because  he  has  lots  of 

spots. 

John  Lovelace 
Ruffin,  North  Carolina 

Q:  What  cheese  won  the  spelling 

bee? 

A:  The  sharpest. 

Sheldon  Toler 
Dadeville,  Missouri 

Q:  Why  did  the  surfer  bring 
Neosporin? 

A:  He  heard  there  was  a  big  swell. 

Kirk  Bergeron 
Minden,  Louisiana 

Q:  What's  the  difference  between  a 
jeweler  and  a  jailer? 

A;  One  sells  watches  and  the  other 

watches  cells. 

Alexandria  Belden 
Nowata,  Oklahoma 


The  Agrinuts 

By  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


I  KNOW  I  ASKED  YOU  TO 
PAINT  MY  TRACTOR  BRIGHT 
RED.  IT  LOOKS  GREAT,  BUT 
THAT  IS  NOT  MY  TRACTOR! 
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Q:  What  animal  always  goes  to  bed 

with  his  shoes  on? 

A:  A  horse. 

Jessica  Barrington 
West  Salenn,  Ohio 

Q:  Why  is  a  dog  afraid  of  the  scale? 

A:  He  is  afraid  of  pounds. 

Sarah  Hoover 
Toms  Brook,  Virginia 

Q:  What's  a  grasshopper's  favorite 

sport? 

A:  Cricket. 

Chad  Greenvifood 
Spiro,  Oklahoma 

Q:  What  did  the  calf  put  on  his 

resume? 

A:  Works  well  with  udders. 

Zane  Roubal 
North  Bend,  Nebraska 

Q:  Why  did  the  cowboy  buy  a 
dachshund? 

A:  Someone  told  him  to  get  along 

little  doggie. 

Alissa  Koehl 
Hancock,  Minnesota 

Q:  What  starts  with  an  E,  ends  with 

an  E,  and  only  has  one  letter? 

A:  An  envelope. 

Laura  Martinez 
Quitaque,  Texas 

Q:  Why  did  the  boy  stare  at  the 
automobile  radio? 

A:  He  wanted  to  watch  car-toons. 

Brianna  Adams 
Royston,  Georgia 

Q:  What  did  the  tie  say  to  the  hat? 

A:  You  go  on  up  a  head  and  I'll  hang 

down  here. 

Sarah  Lubin 
Old  Town,  Florida 

Tourist:  It  looks  like  it's  been  very 
dry  around  here. 

Farmer:  Yep,  it's  been  so  dry  my 

cows  are  starting  to  give  powdered 

milk. 

Jayna  Hartzler 
Creston,  Ohio 


We  pay  $5  for  each  printed  joke. 
Because  we  receive  so  many  jokes,  we 
can't  acknowledge  receipt  of  submissions. 
E-mail  jokes  to  newhorizons@ffa.org  or  mail 
to  FFA  New  Horizons,  P.O.  Box  69860, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268.  Entries  that  do  not 
include  the  following  will  not  be  considered: 
name,  street  address  or  rural  route  (no  P.O. 
Box  addresses)  and  your  FFA  chapter. 


Puzzler 


by  Matt  Gaffr. 
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ACROSS         —     - 

1     One  of  FFA  members'  favorite  SAE 

program  areas 
6     6-4  or  7-5,  in  tennis 
9    Super Bros,  (video  game) 

10  Ginger (soft  drink) 

1 1  Unforeseen  problems 

12  Chemistry  suffix 

1 3  City  Kristen  Wright  got  an  invitation  to 
15    Poller  money 

18  One,  in  German 

19  Kind  of  races  held  at  the  Garber  Fourth 
of  July  celebration 

21  One  day time:  2  wds. 

22    Allan  Poe  ("The  Raven"  w/riter) 

26  " be  nice"  i^iZf 

27  Astronaut  John t*'^* 

28  Ingredient  in  soap 
"")     " of  Hope"  (FFA  campaign  to 

help  hurricane  victims) 

DOWN    9^^^ 

1  Short  measurements:  abbr. 

2  Didn't  walk 

3  "Are  you  a  man mouse?":  2  w^ds. 

4  Kind  of  animal  Kristen  Wright  works 
with 

5  Not  that  great 

6  "I  already ,  would!":  2  wds. 

7  Kristen  Wright's  high  school 

8  Many  FFA  members,  age-wise 

14  You  need  one  to  do  stitching 

15  Without (like  Manx  cats) 

1 6  "The Professor"  (Eddie  Murphy 

movie) 

17  Chicago  Board  of 

20  A  cow  has  four 

23  "Wowzers!!"      'g^^.'/^' 

24  Plus 

25  Hospital  workers,  for  short 
Several  clues  are  based  on  stories  in  this 
magazine.  See  solution  on  page  21. 
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^     FREE  TRIP  TO  WASHINGTON,  D.C.! 

J'       Scratching  out  risk  in  your  SAE  can  provide  you 

BlriV^Bn                .    . : X  1. _-_a ;j.;__       ; _i i; ai__      _i x_ 

with  many  opportunities-including  the  chance  to 
win  a  free  trip  to  D.C.  for  you  and  your  advisor. 


The  Risk  Management  Essay  Contest  Is  sponsored  by  the-" 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture-Risk  Management 
Agency.  All  entries  must  be  postmarked  by 
January  31,  2006.  Send  your  entry  to  the  Risk 
Management  Essay  Contest,  National  FFA  Organization, 
6060  FFA  Drive,  P.O.  Box  68960,  Indianapolis,  IN  46268, 


Enter  the  2006  National  FFA  Risk  Management 
Essay  Contest  for  your  OPPORTUNITY.  r^ 

Visit  www.ffa.org/programs/riskmgt  for  rules 
of  entry.  Contact  riskmanagement@ffa.org 
or  317.802.4288  for  more  information.       B 
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FFA  Across  the  USA 


Dispatches  from  FFA  chapters  across  the  nation 


NewM 


Auction  for 
the  troops 

Last  spring,  the 
Pioneer  FFA  Chapter 
held  its  36th  an- 
nual FFA  banquet 
with  250  members, 
parents  and  guests 
attendmg.  An  addition  to  this  year's 

DoSrFFA 'r  'r"°"-  "^^^^  ^^^  welI.honeSls, 
uon  Benz,  FFA  chapter  vice  president,  auctioned  sev 

ptione  cards  for  the  American  troops  overseas  The 
donated  items  came  from  local  bu^nesses  and  individ- 
ua  s  and  included  honey  and  maple  syrup  gift  SSs 

^IrX  wall:  '"''^  ?^^^^  "^"^'^  traLr^^ohntS  e 
umbrella,  wallpaper,  cleaning  supplies  and  pail  shirts 

trooprTW^r  ""!;  ^"'^  ''^'^"'--d  ^'^ 'fu- 
made the'S'^  "  ''".t  '  '^'^  '^^"^-y™  t°  th°«e  who 
made  the  auction  possible  and  to  the  many  bidders  for 
their  generous  donations  uiaaers  tor 

Reporting  by  Amanda  Kirchmeyer,  Pioneer  FFA 
(chapter  reporter 

Fourth  of  J«»y  *^*;»®S!"nd  members 
The  Garber  FFA  Chapter  officers  a  ^^^^^^^^.  ^^ 

assisted  with  the  Gajer J-  *  of  I^  y^^^^^ 

by  organizing  --^"^'^^^e^i  dig,  turtle  races,  the 
ing  the  tractor  P^^l,  the  wn  three-legged     W 

hula-hoop  <^°^^,t;    ffirLT  andtembers,  with  the      t 
sack  race.  The  FFA  o^ce.^^    arranged  the  kids       1 
help  of  FFA  advisor  W.  Sne^^'       ^^^     n,es  and  re- 
i  Jthe  appropxiate  age  g-ups  ^^^  ^^^^ 

corded  the  placmgs  ^^^'^^^  ,„  the  winners.  As 
handed  out  trophies  and  nbbo  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

a  fundraiser  for  chapte^  -^^^f^ hamburgers  at  the 

rrTh:aarSTA^tuldUketo^        ^  .  ,, 

thank  everyone 
who  purchased 
the  hamburgers 

and  provided 

donations. 

Reporting  by 

Justin  Strate, 

GarherFFA 
Chap'f-r  reporter 
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Hurricane  relief 

hi  September,  the  Buckeye 
Career  Center  FFA  Chapter, 
located  in  New  Philadelph: 
collected  loose  change  from 
the  students  and  faculty  in 
the  school  for  two  weeks. 
The  money,  totaling  nearly 
$500,  was  sent  to  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Organization's 
"Seeds  of  Hope"  campaign  to  help 
the  agriculture  education  families  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Pictured  are  the  FFA  chapter  officers  (from 
left):  Carl  Slack,  chaplain;  Laura  Karl,  secretary;  Jareka  Hemy, 
president;  Mark  McDonnell,  sentinel;  Jeannette  Jurkiewicz, 
reporter;  Amy  Erwin,  vice  president;  Carly  ToUssant,  treasurer 
and  Alicia  Daugherty,  student  advisor. 

Reporting  by  Jeannette  Jurkiewicz,  Buckeye  Career  Center  FFA 
Chapter  reporter 
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National  FFA 
Week  a  blast 

The  Central  FFA 
Chapter  celebrat- 
ed National  FFA 
Week  in  many 
great  ways. 
On  Tuesday, 
the  chapter 
held  a  muddiest  ^-^^^^^ 

team  made  a  teacher  breaSastT^  Wednesday,  the  officer 
Day. "  On  Thursday  the  mfmb  '!  '^'°  "^^^«  ^^  Gold 
farmers  and  prizes  werp/'j  ^'^  '*"^^"*«  Pressed  as 
their  tractorsCschrolThrt'  *°  '''"''''''  ^^^  b™"ght 
were  least  horse^owe  -o^dsttTn  "  '"  "^^  ^°°^P^*^"- 
Friday,  the  members  topped  ol^^'^l'*  ""T"''-  °° 

-oo:  Spencer  Toner  brougt  go^t^  thTp  h        /  ^'^""^ 
brought  nigs  anH  o],;  i,  ^  "  ^oats,  the  Eidson  family 

teerel  h!r%Z- ^^Tn'^^^^^^     Haschemeyer'volun- 
provided  the  far  eTa^dTizard.  An^f  i""'^''  ^^^^  filler 
rabbits;  and  Ashley^rrTrouS'    T^  ''^^^^^  ^^ 
Eh.  The  chapter  th^a^sTuz^St^'.^^^^-^  ^^  ^og, 
Equipment  for  their  donations  ^      ^'''''  ^^™ 

ZT'^'^^-'-'y"^^"-^-  CentralFFA  Chapter 

What's  happening  in  your  chapter? 
Send  your  news,  along  with  a  high-quality  photo,  to: 
FFA  New  Horizons  P.O.  Box  68960,  Indianapolis,  IN  46268 
e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 
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DRIVE  HOME  A  STRONG  IDEA,  AND 
YOU  COULD  DRIVE  HOME  IN  A  RAM. 


Agricultural  Biotechnology.  Organic  fertilizers.  Yields. 

Shovy-us  superb  agricultural  knowledge,  and  you  could 
be  showingoff  a  new  Dodge  Ram.  It's  all  part  of  the 
American  Farm  Bureau®  Federation's  Young  Farmer  & 
Rancher  competitions. 

win  any  of  the  following  events  at  the  National  Convention 
in  Nashville,  January  8 -1 1, 2006,  and  you're  looking  at  the 
keys  to  a  new  Dodge  Ram. 

(:\W}athe  AFBF  Achievement  Award  Competition  and 

takepossession  of  an  alt-new  2006  Dodge  Ram  3500 
Mega  Cab™  Laramie  4x4,  equipped  with  a  massive  5.9-liter 
Cummins®  Turbo  Diesel  power  plant. 


Win  the  Discussion  Meet  and  a  new  2006  Dodge 
Ram  2500  Quad  Cab®  Laramie  4x4  -  featuring  the 
awesome  5.7-liter  HEMl®  V8  engine  -  is  all  yours. 

And  the  winner  of  the  Excellence  in  Agriculture  Contest 

becomes  the  proud  owner  of  a  2006  Dodge  Ram  1500 
Quad  Cab  Laramie  4x4,  equipped  with  the  4.7-liter 
Magnum®  V8  engine. 

Celebrate  with  a  victory  lap  in  your  brand-new  Dodge 
Ram.  For  all  the  entry  details,  contact  your  local  Farm 
Bureau.  For  more  information  about  Dodge  Ram,  go  to 
iI'hIi''  or  call  us  toll-free  at 

Farm  Bureau  is  a  federally  registered  collective  and  a  registered  service 
mark  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation.   Dodge  and  HEMl  are  registered 
trademarl<s  of  DaimlerChrysler  Corporation.   Cummins  is  a  registered  trademark 
of  Cummins,  Inc. 
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ZestyFundraising 

THE  HEALTHY  ALTERNATIVE 


CALL  US  TOLL  FREE:  877-937-8948 
VISIT  US  AT:  FFASALSA.COM 


